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%  gatlon'$  Percy  ^'ourhsiatcd  to  a  itation'si  f  ra»cr$. 


A    SERMOX 


PREACHED    IN 


^t.  dectge'jsi  €\m\  iovunta, 


ON 


Sunday y  25th  February,    18 J2, 


THE    DAY   APPOINTED    BY 


THE  LORD   BISHOP  OF  THE    DIOCESE,  FOR  OFFERING   UP   SPECIAF. 

THANKS  FOR  THE  RECOVERY  OF  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS, 

THE   PRINCE   OF  \VALES. 


BY  THE 

VEN.   T.  B.  FULLER,  DD.  &  DCL., 

Rector  iimi  Anluleacon  of  Xiaf^ixra, 


Coronto : 

THE  CHURCH    PRINTING   AND   PUBLISH INO   COMPANY. 

1872. 
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%  |tati«tt'j9t  perrt)  ^'ourhiaiafea  to  a  ^utian'.^  ^x»,^tt$. 


A    SERMON 


I'RKACHKI)    IN 


BY  THE 

VEN.  T.  B.  FULLER,  DI).  &  DCL., 

•     Rector  and  Archdeacon  of  Niagara.  ,  ,  v  ; 


Wherefore  David  blessed  the  Lord  before  all  the  congregation  ;  and  David  said,  Blessed  be  thou, 
Lofd  God  of  Israel  our  father,  foi  ever  and  ever. 

Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,,  and  the  victorv,  and  the  majesty  ; 
for  all  that  is  in  the  heaven  and  in  the  earth  is  thine  ;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  ex- 
alted as  head  above  all. 

Both  riches  and  honour  come  of  tiiee,  and  thou  reignest  over  all  ;  and  in  thine  hand  is  power  and 
might;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  strength  unto  all. 

Now,  therefore,  our  Uod,  we  thank  thee,  and  praise  thy  glorious  name. 

\.  Chkun.  sqth  chap.,  lolh,  nth,  lath,  and  13th  verses. 


The  beautiful  prayer  offered  up  by  David  the  King  for  his  son  Solomon 
and  his  people,  just  before  he  died  in  that  good  old  age,  full  of  days,  riches 
and  honour,  of  which  we  read  in  this  chapter,  is  appropriate  for  our  medi- 
tation to-day.  On  Tuesday  next  a  sight  will  be  seen  in  London,  the  like  of 
which  has  not  been  witnessed  in  our  age.  In  olden  times  the  sight  of  an 
English  monarch  going  up  in  solemn  procession  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  to 
return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  signal  services  vouchsafed  to  himself 
and  people,  was  no  uncommon  sight.  When,  in  the  spring  of  1789,  George 
the  Third  (grandfather  of  our  gracious  Queen)  had  recovered  for  the  time 
from  the  grievous  malady  of  insan  ty,  from  which  he  suffered  so  much,  he 
determined  to  make  an  open  acknowledgement  of  his  thankfulness  to 
Almighty  God  by  going  publicly  up  to  St  Paul's  (the  national  Cathedral) 
to  return  thanks  for  the  great  mercy  vouchsafed  him,  accompanied  by  the 
Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  York,  and  other  members  of  the 
Royal  Family.  The  King  went  on  the  25th  of  April  from  his  palace  of  St. 
James,  Westminster,  to  St.  Paul's,  through  streets  crowded  by  a  grateful 
people.  The  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Ix>ndon,  and  the  leading  members  of  the  public  service,  attended  on  that 


solemn  occasion,  when  an  appropriate  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Porteous, 
the  excellent  Bishop  of  London,  and  author  of  the  well  known  "  Evidences 
of  Christianity."  '  - 

In  T797,  after  the  great  naval  victories  of  that  year,  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 
witnessed  another  Royal  visit  (accompanied  as  before)  to  acknowledge  in 
those  victories  a  public  and  national  blessing;  and  again  in  1 814,  on  the 
peace  which  followed  the  long  and  bloody  wars  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a 
third  visit  of  thanksgiving  was  made,  when  the  good  old  King,  then  suffering 
from  his  prevailing  malady,  was  represented  by  the  Prince  Regent. 

These  public  acknowledgements  of  mercies  vouchsafed  were  parables, 
which,  being  properly  interpreted,  revealed  processes  that  were  going  on  in 
the  popular  thought,  and  gave  expression  to  popular  feeling.  They  were 
undeniably  linked  with  tendencies  which  could  not  fail  to  engage  the 
thoughtful  attention  of  the  people.  And  happily  God  has  puc  it  into  the 
heart  of  our  gracious  Queen  to  revive  this  goodly  custom.  On  Tuesday 
next,  accompanied  by  the  lieir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  if  possible,  by  the 
youthful  and  devoted  Princess,  who  has  won  the  hearts  of  all  the  people 
since  coming  to  England,  by  the  Royal  Princes  and  Princessess,  by  the 
House  of  Lords  and  her  faithful  Commons,  by  the  great  officers  of  Statfe,  by 
the  authorities  of  the  city  of  London,  and  by  thousands  of  her  faithful  sub- 
jects,  our  gracious  Sovereign  proposes  to  go  irji  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  to 
return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  happy  restoration  to  health  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  after  a  most  alarming  and  protracted 
illness. 

There  is  not  one  of  us  who  did  not  feel  most  deeply  for  the  Queen,  the 
Prince,  the  Princess,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  for 
the  whole  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  scattered  throughout  this  wide  extended 
F^mpire,  during  the  months  of  November  and  December  last,  in  view  of  the 
sad  calamity  which  then  seemed  so  imminent.  I  triist  that  many  of  us  have 
off"ered  up  heartfelt  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  his  recovery  ;  and  I  feel 
a.ssured  that  all  of  us  will  join  most  heartily,  even  in  this  distant  land,  with 
the  thanksgiving  to  be  off'ered  upon  Tuesday  next  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  to 
Almighty  God,  for  having  graciously  listened  to  the  prayers  off'ered  up 
throughout  the  world  for  the  recovery  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  British  Empire  of  our  day  is  (as  it  were)  the  land  of  Israel  of  the 
Book  ot  Chronicles,  though  immeasurably  more  extensive;  tor  on  the  Queen's 
dominions  the  sun  never  sets,  and  the  evening  rci'eille  of  her  forces  is  heaul 
from  post  to  post  till  it  encircles  the  globe  itself. 

God's  eternal  truth  remains  the  same.  Principles  which  regulated  the 
tenure  of  the  royal  office  in  King  David's  day  may  be  applied  to  kings  and 
(jueens  now.  The  same  uncertainty  of  life — the  conditions  of  sojourning 
and  pilgrimage — can  never  fail  to  be  the  counterparts  of  the  pomp  of  courts 
and  the  dignity  of  kings."' 


Is  there  not,  brethren,  a  marked  resemblance  between  the  position  of 
England  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  that  of  ancient  Israel  ?  Was- 
there  ever  a  nation,  which,  so  small  in  itself,  exerted  such  a  sway  in  the  - 
world  ?  Was  there  ever  a  nation  so  great  in  worldly  prosperity  as  th  it 
nation,  whose  bankers  furnish  the  sinews  of  war  to  all  other  nations?  Was 
there  ever  a  nation  who  had  God  so  nigh  unto  them,  so  favoured,  so  blessed 
with  spiritual  privileges  and  rich  opportunities  of  extending  His  kingdom 
throughout  the  world  ?  ^ 

It  is  no  insignificant  blessing,  that  God  has  vouchsafed  us  through 
long  ages  past  in  the  form  of  the  Constitutional  Government  which  the 
subjects  of  the  British  Empire  enjoy  The  excesses  of  arbitrary  and  des- 
potic power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  violence  and  shortsightedness  of  ultra 
democracy  and  revolution  on  the  other  hand,  are  equally  avoided.  The 
utmost  liberty  of  person  and  of  conscience  is  enjoyed  by  all  classes.  Noble 
and  peasant  meet  with  the  same  open-handed  justice.  The  door  is  open  for 
any  one  in  the  humblest  classes  to  raise  himself  to  the  highest  positions  both 
in  Church  and  State.  The  present  Premier  of  England  and  the  present 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  have  both  raised  themselves  to  their  present 
positions.     They  are  indebted  to  no  titled  ancestry  for  what  they  are. 

Except  under  the  clearest  and  most  manifest  necessity,  the  notion  of 
war  with  other  nations  is  absolutely  repelled.  What  country  on  the  map 
of  Europe  (save  England)  has  been  untrodden  by  a  foeman  during  the  pre- 
sent century?  No  military  adventurer,  like  the  first  Napoleon,  has  been 
permitted  by  Almighty  God  to  lead  the  English  people  through  such  oceans 
of  blood  and  such  terrific  scenes  of  slaughter  as  those  through  which  he 
led  the  French  people  whilst  impoverishing  his  own  country.  No  reign  of 
terror,  no  bloody  guillotine  marks  the  happy  sway  of  constitutional  mon- 
archy under  the  triple  arrangement  of  Queen,  Lords  and  Commons.  Astate 
of  things  like  this  marks  England  out  as  a  people  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord. 

But  in  every  country  there  are  dissatisfied  spirits,  and  the  more  blecsings 
some  men  have  the  less  they  are  thankful  for  them.  Some  Englishmen, 
ignorant,  or  at  least  unmindful,  of  what  other  people  have  suffered,  and  are 
suffering,  as  well  in  America  as  in  Europe,  have  ventured  in  our  day  to 
proclaim  their  preference  for  Republicanism,  and  with  consummate  effrontery 
to  decry  the  Royal  Family  of  England  as  an  incubus  upon  the  English 
people,  and  as  preying  upon  their  vitals. 

•  But  God  works  in  a  wondrous  way  !  When,  for  the  first  time  in  our  day  a 
Baronet  of  the  Empire  had  presumed  to  give  vent  to  his  treasonable  and 
republican  principles,  the  Lord  saw  well  to  show  the  people  of  the  world 
the  hold  the  Royal  Family  of  England  have  on  the  affections  of  the  English 
people. 

I  have  thought  myself,  when  in  England,  that  we  Canadians  were  more 
loyal  and  devoted  subjects  of  the  Queen  than  her  English  subjects  were. 


They  were  less  enthusiastic  and  demonstrative  than  we  were;  but  the  heart- 
felt loyalty  was  there.  When  the  republican  Baronet  was  holding  his 
meetings,  with  apparent  success,  some,  perhaps,  felt  that  the  doom  of  the 
Royal  Family  was  almost  sealed,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  never 
die  King  of  England. 

But  when  God,  in  November  last,  tried  the  pulse  of  the  English  people 
by  laying  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  on  a  bed  of  dangerous  illness,  their 
thorough  loyalty  became  apparent.     This  feeling  was  not  excited  by  any 
personal  partiality  for  the  royal  sufferer.     As  an  individual  he  had  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  become  popular  with  the  nation.     Some  have  thought 
that  the  too  rigid  discipline  in  regard  to  him  laid  down  by  his  royal  father, 
and  enforced  by  him  and  the  Queen,  had  had  the  effect  of  making  the 
rebound,  when  he  became  his  own  master,  of  an  unfavourable  Character.     It 
is  well  known  that  he  was  not  so  universally  popular  as  his  royal  mother  was 
when  Princess  Victoria,  or  as  Prince  Arthur  was  with  us  in  Canada.     He 
had  been  charged  with  things  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  been  positively 
contradicted  by  those  who  profess  to  be  in  a  position  to  know  all  about 
them.     It  had  been  even  said  that  he  had   estranged   those  nearest  to 
him;  but  their  untiring  devotion  to  him  during  his  protracted  and  most 
dangerous  illness,  at  the  risk  of  their  own  lives,  has  thoroughly  refuted  that 
slander.     Still  these  things  had  their  effect,  and  rendered  him  no  very  great 
favourite  with  the   English  people.     But  when  his  royal  mother  hastened 
from  her  Highland  home  on  the  first  intelligence  of  her  son's  illness  ;  when 
his  sister  Alice,  who  had  so  faithfully  nursed  their  royal  father,  left  her  own 
family  and  placed  herself  at  his  bedside,  as  his  special  nurse,  the  nation  felt 
that  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  was  in  danger,  and  all  the  old  loyalty  of 
the  people  revived.     For  the  moment  people  talked  of  nothing  else.     Busi- 
ness was  arrested,  political  and  religious  differences  were  laid  aside,  and 
the  great  nation,  not  only  in  England  but  in  her  most  distant  colonies,  as 
one  man,  was  prostrated  in  prayer  and  intercession  that  it  might  please  God 
'  in  his  great  mercy  to  avert  the  dreaded  calamity — to  shield  the  Prince,  to 
.  comfort  the  Royal  Family,  and  especially  to  spare  our  gracious  Queen  this 
new  and  terrible  addition  to  the  heavy  burden  under  which  she  had  been 
suffering  for  the  last  ten  years  ! 

The  spectacle  of  the  British  Empire  thus  suppliant  in  prayer  awakened 
the  attention  of  the  civilized  world.  Nations  less  favoured  than  our  own 
have  looked  on  with  surprise  and  admiration,  and  in  poor  afflicted,  distracted, 
down-trodden  France,  more  particularly,  the  public  press  has  commented  on 
it  with  wonder  and  the  profoundest  respect.  "  An  entire  nation  (says  La 
France)  which  is  still  impressed  with  strong  convictions,  turns  to  God  and 
|)artakes  of  the  grief  which  afflicts  its  Sovereign,  whose  son  is  perhaps  soon 
to  die.  Such  a  spectacle  affects  us  greatly,  and  we  look  around  us  with 
bitterness.  In  vain,  alas !  do  we  look  for  one  of  those  powerful  bonds  of 
union  upon  which  we  might  rely  in  a  moment  of  trial,  and  which  might 


nnite  our  nation  in  a  common  sentiment  I"    And  again — **  Since  we  are  talk- 
ing so  much  at  present  about  reforming  ourselves,  let  us  begin  by  learning  that 
affectionate  respect  for  authority  of  which  England  is  at  this  moment  affording 
us  so  striking  an  example.     To-day  prayers  are  offered  up  throughout  that 
t!mpire  for  the  Prince  of  Wales.    When  shall  we  learn  to  pray  for  any  one?"- 
The  New  York  World  newspaper,  treating  of  the  decline  of  republican 
ideas  throughout  the  world  says:  **  But  it  is  in  England  especially  that  the 
events  of  the  hour  reveal  to  us  the  decrepitude  of  our  ancient  missionary 
expectations.     During  the  past  year  republicanism  seemed  to  be  lifting  up 
its  standard  in  Great  Britain.     The  British  dynasty  was  declared  incapable. 
All  this  lasted  for  a  few  weeks  or  months.     Then  suddenly  up  rose  a  man 
of  some  prominence  in  his  way,  an  English  Baronet,  and  gave  the  republican 
propaganda  some  respectability.     While  his  words  were  yet  ringing  in  the 
air,  the  heir  apparent  of  the  British  Crown  fell  dangerously  ill,  and  the  suc- 
cession to  the  throne  seemed  likely  for  a  time  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a 
little  child.     With  the  prospect  of  this  sad  event  the  general  public  senti- 
ment of  the  British  people  broke  forth ;  and  he  is  but  a  blind  leader  of  the 
blind  in  any  country  who  can  mistake  it.     There  can  be  no  rational  doubt, 
in  face  of  the  manifestations  lately  made  in  England,  that   republicanism 
in  that  country  has  less  life  and  less  hope  of  success  in  it  to-day,  than  it  had 
in  the  days  of  the  first  French  Revolution." 

In  this  general  sympathy  for  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family  all  the 
various  religious  bodies  throughout  the  Empire  joined.  It  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  Churchmen ;  but  extended  equally  to  dissenters  of  all  classes  ; 
and  not  confined  to  Christians;  but  extended  also  to  Jews  and  the  heathens 
of  India.  In  the  Roman  Catholic  and  other  dissenting  chapels,  the  illness 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  very  generally  made  the  subject  of  special 
prayer;  and  Sir  Moses  Montefiore  (now  in  his  88th  year)  telegraphed  to  the 
chief  Rabbi  of  Jerusalem,  asking  him  to  have  prayers  in  all  the  synagogues 
of  the  several  holy  cities,  and  he  added  this  fervent  prayer,  "  the  God  of 
our  fathers  hearken  to  them  and  grant  their  petition.'  In  India  a  large 
concourse  of  Parsees  assembled  on  the  loth  of  December  in  one  of  their 
fire  temples  to  offer  up  special  public  prayers  for  the  speedy  restoration  to 
health  of  the  Prince.  In  like  manner  a  special  prayer  meeting  was  held 
among  the  Hindoos  on  the  12th  of  December  for  the  same  purpose. 

Now,  whilst  we  cannot  help  pitying  the  blind  idolatry  of  these  people,  ■ 
as  praying  to  "gods  of  wood  and  stone,"  we  cannot  help  at  the  same  time 
admiring  their  loyalty  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  the  afflicted  family  of  our 
beloved  Queen.     Nothing  of  the  kind  has  ever  before  been  witnessed  since 
**  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth." 

A  remark  appeared  in  one  of  the  leading  New  York  papers  in  regard 
to  the  great  conflagration  at  Chicago,  which  struck  me  particularly  when  I 
read  it.     It  was  this:  "  That  God  had  permitted  thatgre:u  conflagration  to 


occur —for  this  amongst  other  reasons — to  show  that  human  nature  was  not 
quite  so  bad  as  it  was  thought  to  be,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  men  (on  a 
large  scale)  to  exhibit  their  kindUness  of  heart  and  genuine  charity  by  sub-  | 
stantial  contributions  in  aid  of  suffering  humanity.'"  So  the  Almighty  seems 
to  have  laid  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  what  was  generally  feared  would  be  the 
bed  of  death,  in  order  to  evoke  the  sympathy  of  all  parties  in  the  British 
Etnpire,  and  of  thousands  outside  of  it,  for  the  afflicted  Royal  Family ;  to 
arouse  the  too  dormant  loyalty  of  British  subjects,  and  to  show  the  world  the  at- 
tachment really  entertained  by  her  people  for  their  Sovereign  and  for  the  glori- 
ous constitution  under  which  we  enjoy  such  rich  and  inestimable  privileges. 

Nor  was  the  conduct  of  the  Royal  Family  on  this  trying  occasion 
anything  else  than  what  we  might  have  expected  from  those,  who  had 
been  brought  up  by  one  who  always  said  that  she  "could  delegate  to 
masters  the  instruction  of  her  children  in  classics,  mathematics,  and  the 
modern  languages,  but  that  she  must  give  them  their  early  religious  training 
herself"  Whilst  the  Royal  Family  were  quite  young  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  frequently  hearing,  through  a  dear  relative,  many  interesting  anecdotes  in 
regard  to  the  kindly  feelings  that  pervaded  all  the  intercourse  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Family  (one  with  the  other),  the  Queen  and  the  Prince 
Consort  entering  heartily  into  their  innocent  pastimes,  and  thus  finding 
relief  from  the  great  questions  of  State  to  which  they  devoted  their  lives. 

An  instance  of  this  kindliness  of  heart  was  shown  by  Prince  Arthur 
whilst  in  Toronto,  when  seeing,  one  afternoon,  the  children  of  our  Orphans 
Home  on  the  street  opposite  the  house,  at  which  he  was  staying,  and  rightly 
divining  that  they  came  to  get  a  sight  of  him,  he  put  on  his  hat,  crossed  over 
to  where  they  were  standing,  asked  them  to  what  institution  they  belonged^ 
remarked  that  they  were  very  fortunate  in  having  such  kind  ladies  to  take 
care  of  them,  that  they  were  well  clad  and  looked  well  cared  for,  and  that 
no  doubt  they  were  well  instructed ;  that  the  best  return  they  could  make  - 
•  for  such  kindness  was  by  striving  to  grow  up  good  boys  and  good  girls,  and 
that  if  they  did  so,  they  would,  by  God's  blessing,  grow  up  to  be  good  men 
and  good  women ;  and  then,  giving  them  his  blessing,  left  them  as  happy  as 
children  could  be. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family  are  warmly 
attached  to  one  another;  and  surely  a  most  beautiful  exhibition  was  made 
of  it  at  Sandringham  Hall,  when  the  chief  nurses  (the  most  assiduous  of 
nurses)  at  the  sick  bed  of  the  Prince  were  his  Royal  mother,  his  devoted 
wife,  and  his  loving  sister  Alice.  Night  after  night,  and  day  after  day,  they 
watched  by  his  bedside,  administering  to  his  wants,  supporting  him  by  their 
presence,  and  anxiously  looking  out  for  the  least  faint  sign  of  recovery. 
Nor  was  their  tender  assiduity  unrewarded.  God  heard  their  prayers;  God 
saw  their  devotion.  When  his  long  and  most  painful  delirium  broke  on  the 
ist  of  December,   his  first  exclamatiom  was,   "This  is  the  Princess' birth- 


day!"     OTi  I  who  can  estimate  the  joy  those  few  loving,   tlioughtfr.l  words 
afforded  the  dear  watchers  by  his  bedside  ? 

Nor  could  the  conduct  of  the  Queen  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
Prince's  groom,  a  young  man  named  Blegg,  who  was  suffering  from,  and 
subsequently  died  of,  the  same  disease  as  his  Royal  master,  fail  to  impress 
the  whole  nation.  Though  watching  her  son  with  the  most  intense  affec- 
tion, she  walked  down  one  morning  very  early  through  the  grounds  to  the 
stable  buildings,  and  fulfilled  in  person  the  duty  of  visiting  the  sick ;  very 
thoughtfully  notifiying  the  attendants  not  to  apprise  him  of  her  visit.  Nor 
was  the  effeci.  less  touching  "  when  the  prayers  of  the  congregation  in  Sand- 
ringham  Church  were  asked,  for  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  also  for  Charles  Blegg,  both  lying  dangerously  ill."  v 

The  intense  anxiety  that  prevailed  everywhere  during  the  height  of 
the  Prince's  illness  seemed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandringham,  to  bear 
the  character  of  a  family  affliction.  On  Sunday,  the  loth  day  of  December, 
all  the  churches  in  the  district  around  were  filled  with  devout  worshippers, 
and  in  all  heartfelt  prayers  were  offered  up  for  the  Prince.  Early  that 
morning  the  Princess  had  written  this  beautiful  note  to  the  vicar:  "  My 
husband  being,  thank  (iod,  somewhat  better,  I  am  coming  to  church.  I 
must  leave,  1  fear,  before  the  service  is  concluded,  that  I  may  watch  by  his 
bedside.  Cannot  you  say  a  few  words  in  prayer  in  the  early  part  of  the 
service,  that  1  may  join  in  prayer  for  my  husband  ?  "  The  Princess  attend- 
ed the  service,  joined  in  the  prayer  offered  up  for  her  husband,  and  once 
more  took  up  her  duty  at  his  bedside.  His  cousin,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
(a  great  favorite  with  the  Royal  Family,)  and  the  thfee  brothers  of  the 
Prince,  were  present  at  the  service. 

At  length,  in  answer  to  the  devout  prayers  of  His  paople  throughout  the 
world,  God  was  pleased  to  restore  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  comparative 
health  and  strength;  and  on  the  day  after  Christmas  Day,  Her  Majesty 
issued  the  following  most  beautiful  letter  :  —  "  The  Queen  is  very  anxious 
to  express  her  deep  sense  of  the  touching  sympathy  of  the  whole  nation  on 
the  occasion  of  the  alarming  illness  of  her  dear  son  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
The  universal  feeling  shown  by  her  people  during  those  painfu',  terrible  days, 
and  the  sympathy  exhibited  by  them  with  herself  and  her  beloved  daugh- 
ter, the  Princess  of  Walei,  as  well  as  the  general  joy  at  the  improvement  in 
the  Prince  of  Wales'  state,  have  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  her- 
heirt,  which  can  never  be  efXaced.  It  was  indeed  nothing  new  to  her,  for- 
the  Queen  had  met  with  the  same  sympathy  when,  just  ten  years  ago,  a 
similar  illness  removed  from  her  side  the  mainstay  of  her  life  —  the  best, 
the  wisest,  and  the  kindest  of  husbands.  The  Queen  wishes  t  -  express,  at 
the  sxme  time,  on  the  part  of  the  Princess  of  Wales,  her  feelings  of  heart- 
felt gratitude;  for  shi  has  been  as  deeply  touclied  as  the  Queen  by  the 
great  aud  universal  manifestation  of  loyalty  and  sympathy.  The  Queen  . 
cannot  conclude  without  expressing  her  hope  that  her  faithful  subjects  will 
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continue  their  prayers  to  God  for  the  complete  recovery  of  her  dear  son  to 
health  and  strength." 

This  beautiful  letter  crowns  most  fitly  the  happy  result  which  has  so 
signally  sprung  from  a  grievous  illness  and  a  most  distressing  anxiety.  It 
completes  a  most  remar  kable  and  unexpected  display  of  the  real  relations 
between  the  English  Crown  and  the  English  people. 

And  surely,  brethren,  to  our  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
signal  mercy  of  the  Prince's  recovery  we  feel  it  to  be  both  our  duty  and 
our  privilege  to  pray  earnestly  to  that  same  gracious  "Giver  of  every  good 
and  perfect  gift,"  through  the  merits  of  His  only  Son,  that  the  Prince  him- 
self, his  loving  mother,  ;iis  devoted  wife,  his  affectionate  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, and  ;«11  the  supjects  of  the  British  Empire,'  may  have  eternal  cause  to 
say,  "It  wasgood  for  us  to  be  afflicted  ;"  that  the  Prince,  seeing  how  valu- 
able his  life  is,  deeply  touched  by  the  prayers  offered  up  on  his  behalf 
throughout  the  world,  and  ^-ealizing  fully  his  position,  not  only  as  the  heir- 
apparent  of  the  British  Crcwn,  but  also  as  an  heir  either  of  immortal  bliss, 
or  of  eternal  misery,  may  so  live,  through  God's  grace,  here  on  earth,  that, 
having  been  a  blessing  to  his  people  during  his  life,  he  may,  when  be  comes 
to  die,  c.iter  mto  the  Kingdom  of  (iod,  and  there  reign  forever  as  a  joint 
heir  with  Christ.  * 


*  At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  the  Choir  sang  the  National  Antlvem,  in  which  the 
whole  c  mgregation  joined  most  heartily. 


